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Commodore’s comments 
 

I must apologise for the weather, first the beast 

from the east and then Noah’s flood. 

 

I hope everyone is well and looking forward to 

the new season. 

 

The mother’s day lunch was a success with 48 

dining. Easter was a bit of a disaster we set off 

midday on Good Friday and had and uneventful 

run down the river to Beeston with the rain 

starting about 2.30 in the afternoon. 

By the time we had tied up we were all wet and 

cold. It was time to head for the pub to dry out. 

Later we decided that it would be better if we 

cancelled the trip and made our way back. 

First thing on Saturday we made a run back to 

Cranfleet and were kept safe for nine days within 

the cut protected by the flood gates. 

Next up was working weekend, which we 

cancelled twice, the first time because of the state 

of the field and the second due to the flooding off 

the land. Although the weekends were cancelled 

there was the bar refit which had to go ahead. 

There was a small team of volunteers that had 

been selected for their skill sets who turned up. 

 

The new coolers are in place as are the bar tops 

and all the new shelving. The walls have been 

painted and the whole area is looking good. 

 

With regards to the field, the grass cutting 

contractors have only done one cut, this is due to 

the soaking condition of the field, they are due to 

cut again and take away the cuttings. 

 

Up and coming events:  
 

• Birthday Weekend is June 2nd and 3rd. 

 

• Social Rally is June 15th and 16th. 

 

We hope to see as many of you as possible at the events remember it is “YOUR CLUB” 

so come and join in you might even enjoy it. 

 

Happy Boating from 

 

 

Ian Hutchinson 

Commodore 
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Club improvements 
 

I thought l would take a few moments 

(could be hours) to bring you up to date 

on some planned improvements to and 
around the Club house. 

The first one is a new hard standing 

outside the double doors of the club 

house, this will serve two purposes, firstly 

it will enable 

Blue badge holders to park right next to 

the club house and have easy access, 

secondly it will make it easier for 

deliveries, loading and unloading etc. 

The next one is improvements to the bar 
and the corridor leading to the kitchen, 

corridor will have new flooring along with 

the bar In addition we plan to have new 

bottle coolers, new LED lighting, new 

counter tops, re-arranged shelving, as well 

as updating the electrics to the correct 

standards, on a lighter note we will be 

having a new premium lager on tap which 
will be Moretti. 

In the main lounge area we will be looking 

at updating the furniture. 

Moving back outside as well as the blue 

badge parking area, we plan to have a 
covered barbecue area (position yet to be 

determined) as well as a new 40ft storage 

container which will be dry and insulated. 

 I hope this information is useful, if you 

have any questions please feel free to 
contact me (but not all at once lol) 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all those who are assisting with 

these projects. 

Howard Weatherson 

 Vice-commodore 

 

Editorial 
 

Welcome to the spring edition of Soar 

Points it has seemed a very long winter 

with few opportunities to cruise due to 
unusually high river levels for protracted 

periods. The working weekend was 

postponed twice and the field is currently 

very boggy but is now free of standing 

water. The bar is looking very 

workmanlike now thanks to the efforts of 
Howard Weatherson and Bob Gamble.  

The AGM was well attended and lively as 

always! Retiring President Frank was 

extremely creative in devising fresh 

approaches to those trophies which were 
under-utilised. At the end of the meeting 

he was truly astounded to be rewarded for 

his tenure as a very active president by 

the presentation of honorary life 

membership.  

The proceedings were saddened by the 
untimely death of our Club Treasurer and 

long-time supporter George Bishop. 

George died whilst on holiday in 

Fuerteventura and his memorial service at 

Loughborough was exceedingly well 

attended by his many friends. His obituary 
appears elsewhere in this issue. 

The General Data Protection Regulation 

(GDPR) comes into force on May 25th 

which means that your committee has 

been actively planning for its 
implementation. In common with every 

other relevant organisation. In order to 

receive any information electronically you 
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will be asked to specifically give consent. 

As this will apply to Soar Points and also 

to Soar Pointer this will need to be 
implemented as a matter of urgency. 

Personally I had hoped for an outbreak of 

common sense before this legislation 

reached this stage, but clearly this is not 

to be! All over the country small groups 
such as ours are being forced to comply 

with rules designed to curb the avarice of 

anti-social media in the name of 

harmonising with Europe. I think that it 

might be appropriate at this stage to state 

that the views expressed in Soar Points do 
not necessarily represent those of the 

club!!  

Finally I would like to plead for a proper 

editor! I have cobbled together two 

editions of Soar Points with assistance 
from Teri Browett but if you wish it to 

continue a new editor must be found. I do 

welcome the input from past Commodore 

Beryl McDowall who has given permission 

for her recent article in Canal and River 
Trust’s “Boaters Update” to be included 

and also Phil Stafford’s piece on his and 

Mickey’s experiences as a “boat delivery 

crew”. 

John Wilkinson

 

George Bishop 
 

George’s interest in boating started as a 

teenager. When school sports afternoon 
offered dinghy sailing as an option for him 

it was a “no-brainer”. Land based sports 

did nothing for him. From that point on 

any chance to boat was enthusiastically 

grasped. He followed his dream and 

became knowledgeable in all water-based 
activities qualifying as a Day-skipper and 

Coastal-skipper. George joined the boat 

club over 30 years ago and has been a 

stalwart supporter ever since. 

George was a keen boater and a hard 
worker. He held the office of treasurer 

and previously took care of amenities. 

Both of these jobs were challenging to say 

the least. It didn’t stop him from helping 

out wherever he could in a variety of 
other tasks ranging from doorman and 

barman to part time “bookie” at our 

charity race nights.  

It’s unusual to find a banker who had a 

sound working knowledge of things 

mechanical and electrical. George was the 
exception who proved the rule. Not many 

bankers had their own JCB as a plaything. 

He lavished countless hours on 

“Moonshadow” and now he will not be 

able to enjoy the fruit of his labours. 

There were some features of banking that 

he retained, notably a healthy caution 

when it came to spending the club’s 

money. He always applied logic and 

reasoning to his views and earned the 

respect of all as a result. 

When we encounter sudden and 

unexpected death it is always difficult for 

those who are left behind. We must all 

acknowledge the tremendous burden that 

has been placed on Dianne under these 
circumstances and do our best to 

compensate for her great loss. It is 

fortunate that she has had Nick to offer 

moral support. 

I trust that George will long be 
remembered by all of his friends 

especially for his sense of humour. 

George was one of those people whose 

true personality was best discovered in 

small groups. He was intrinsically a shy 

person who didn’t enjoy the limelight at 
all. He was much happier grafting away in 

the “engine room” rather than posing on 

the “bridge”. 
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Commodore Ian has proposed that a 

charity related to, and in memory of 

George will be selected this year. 

 

John Wilkinson 

 

Respecting the River 
 
Rivers in Flood 
 

Having helped “rescue” a couple of 

boaters, one in a dinghy with an outboard 

(which he didn’t try to start until he had 

cast off from the bank) and the other a 60 

foot plus narrowboat, during the floods a 
couple of weeks ago, I suggested to 

Damian that I could share some of the 

things I have learnt over the years, many 

of them when I was living and working on 

cargo-carrying craft. Little did I expect to 
be sitting here on my boat two weeks on, 

once again surrounded by water  Yes, the 

River Soar is in flood again, as are many 

other rivers around our waterways’ 

system.   

The Soar may be a relatively small river, 

but judging by the tree branches and 

other assorted items that are whizzing 

past, there is obviously a lot of deep, fast-

flowing water heading downstream - 

much of it via the surrounding fields and 
roads! 

 

Flood water being run off through the lock 

 

 

Here are a few tips which may help keep 
you and your boat safe in flood 

conditions: 

Checking the water level 
• If you know the river, and see that 

there is a bit of “fresh” on - you may 

notice that the water is flowing 

faster than normal, or is slightly 

higher than usual when you look at 

the bank - it may well be safe to set 
off.  But if you’re unsure stay where 

you are. 

 

• If you are unfamiliar with the river, 

check the water level boards found 
immediately below most river locks.  

If the water is in the green section, 

it’s safe to proceed; if it’s in amber, 

and rain is forecast, it’s worth 

considering whether you really want 

to move on; and if it’s in red, stay 
where you are. 

 

• If you are cruising, and heavy rain is 

forecast, aim to moor within range 

of facilities such as a water tap and 
a shop. It’s always a good idea, 

particularly in the winter months, to 

keep on board some back-up 

supplies of food, and fuel for your 

fire. 
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Take extra care when the towpath 

disappears under water 

• If you want to keep up-to-date with 
whether or not a river is in flood, 

sign up to the CRT alerts at 

http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/notices  

 

• You can select a specific waterway if 
you wish, and you will then receive 

notices of any stoppages on that 

waterway, which includes rivers 

closed due to flooding. 

 

Points to remember 

Lifejackets 
It is wise to wear a lifejacket, especially 

when operating in flood conditions. 

Preparing to leave 
These things may sound obvious, but it’s 
surprising how many boaters don’t 

appreciate them until they’ve experienced 

the problems that can be caused. 

Untying the boat 
Don’t untie your boat until you are ready 

to set off.  That includes things such as 

putting your tiller in place, lifting side 

fenders, making sure that your anchor is 

safely attached to its fixing point on the 
boat, positioned ready for use in an 

emergency, and then, most important, 

particularly on a river, starting your 

engine! 

On a river, loose off the downstream 
rope(s) first, leaving the upstream rope(s) 

to be the last to untie. That way, the 

upstream end of your boat tends to be 

held to the bank by the passing water, so 

you can untie and then step on board 

safely.  Remember to hold onto the 
handrail whenever stepping on or off your 

boat. 

Mooring 
Make sure your ropes are strong enough 

to hold the weight of your boat.  If in 

doubt, seek advice from a specialist 

supplier.  When moored in flood 

conditions, it is wise to use two ropes 

from the T-stud or dolly of whichever end 
of the boat is at the upstream end (so 

from the bow if you are travelling 

upstream, and from the stern if travelling 

downstream). One of these ropes should 

run to a point a little way upstream of the 
boat, and the other tied in the normally 

way.  Having two ropes does mean that 

you have back-up if one should fail for 

any reason. 

Many boaters these days seem to use a 
centre line for mooring.  Whilst a centre 

line can be very useful, especially if you 

are a single-handed boater, when working 

locks, it can stop your boat rising with the 

flood water if used for mooring, and tied 
straight down to an adjacent bollard.  If 

you want to use the centre line for extra 

back-up, make sure you leave plenty of 

slack in it, thus allowing the boat to rise 

with the water. 

Remember, also, that there is the 
possibility that your rope may lift off a 

bollard as the boat rises on flood water.  

One way to avoid this happening is to 

pass the running end of your rope through 

http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/notices
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the eye to form a noose, which you then 

place over the bollard. When you pull on 

the rope, the noose tightens on the 
bollard, and you then tie the rope off on 

the T-stud or dolly on your boat. The 

other rope from that end of the boat 

should be tied in the normal way, for ease 

of casting off when you are ready to 
leave. 

Further advice 
If you are new to boating, it is worth 

considering booking yourself on a boat 

handling course, specifying that you will 

be travelling on rivers as well as canals.  

There are a number of instructors who are 

river-based, so look for one who is 
convenient to your area. 

 

 

QAC Report 
As we are obviously getting fed up of the winter and looking forward to the new paddling 

season. A few trips to look forward to: 

 Summer Solstice Paddle- River Nene.  

 Midsummer paddle, camp   
 BBQ Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th June. (Jon Jarkulisz) 

 River Trent Loop- Staffordshire near Shugborough Hall.  

 Day trip. Date to be confirmed. (Paul Sharpe) 

 Rudyard Lake- Staffordshire, day trip. Date to be confirmed. (Shane Morgan). 

 River Wye- Hereford to Ross on Wye. Weekend camping trip. Friday 7th September 
to Sunday 9th September. (Shane Morgan). 

 Monthly Family and Friends Fridays 

SBC paddlers have also held some winter training sessions at King Edward VII College 

Coalville, where we have been practicing kayak capsize and rescue, in clean and warm 

conditions. 

Shane Morgan 

 

AWCC report 
We hosted the Annual meeting of 

Midlands AWCC at Normanton in March.  

The fact that Carbon Monoxide alarms are 

not included in the Boat Safety scheme 

was discussed once again and the blunt 

message is, it’s stupid not to fit one!!.  

The process of complying with the General 

Data Protection Regulations was discussed 

at some length. You will be asked to give 

your permission for the club to hold and 

use your personal details to enable 

efficient communication within the club.  

Water supply, especially in the BCN and of 

course the Leicester Section, had given 

problems over the winter.  

All of the members requesting on-line 
access to the handbook are now 

processed and hard copy handbooks and 

membership cards have been collected 

and distributed. If any member wishes to 

use the reciprocal mooring arrangements 
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they should always phone ahead and 

show their AWCC card on arrival. 

The AWCC National AGM took place at 
the Bridgewater Boat Club in April. Among 

other topics the question of licensing 

commission to clubs attracted a lot of 

interest as you can imagine. It was later 

confirmed that the club commission on 
licenses would continue. The revised 

licensing structure will be phased over the 

next 5 years and will involve increased 

charges for wide-beams and reductions in 

the “prompt payment “discounts. 

Technical officer Andrew Phasey reported 
on the work of the Boat Safety scheme 

and stressed the importance of reporting 

“near misses” and potential dangers.  

Water Supply 
Leicester IWA organised a talk by Andrew 

Comerford at their March meeting which 

was well-attended due to the local 

interest. Andrew is the “water supply 

expert” at Canal and River Trust. He made 
a well-researched presentation on the 

technicalities of rainfall recording, water 

usage and distribution. It was pointed out 

that many patterns of use had changed 

since the days of commercial carrying and 

this had affected the timing of demand for 
water. It seemed that the traditional way 

of maintaining flow down the Leicester 

Section had not been used. In the past 

the “twenty-mile” has been used as a 

reservoir and the level lowered. Comment 
was made that the overnight flow at 

Foxton had been maintained in spite of 

the section being closed to navigation. 

There was speculation that the real 

problem could be the setting of the weir 

levels on the Market Harborough Arm 
relative to the weir at Kibworth Top. There 

was a certain irony in the fact that the 

closure of the Leicester Section happened 

in the same week that the lower Soar 

went into flood! After the rains of the last 
few months I think we can approach 

Leicester with renewed confidence. 

The good news was that Andrew 

anticipated that the problems about 

ownership of the water control mechanism 
at Chasewater were about to be resolved 

and the BCN would get its most reliable 

source of water back.

 

Delivering Boats - It’s like a holiday? 
As some of you know, for many years I 

have delivered narrow boats, but when I 

am asked what I do now I’ve retired. I say 
“deliver narrow boats” and their reply is 

usually “that nice it must be like a 

holiday.” This is far from the truth as many 

of the boats have problems that we have 

not been informed of before we set of on 
the trip. 

We were to pick a boat up from 

Thurmaston for a three day trip to Crick. 

This boat had not been used and cleaned 

for 4 years and had the gas bottle 

removed. So my wife, Micky had to clean it 
and it took her four hours, while I drove 

the car to Crick and return by train. 

Another boat we had to move from was 

Aqueduct Marina to Crick. Everything was 

arranged for the trip. Meet the owner at 
the boat, transfer our gear from the car to 

the boat and then drive the car to Crick 

and get a lift to the railway station. As I 

was to about to leave to drive to Crick I 

asked my wife if she could fill the boat’s 
water tank and my wife asked the owner 

of the boat if the boat had been 

dewinterised, he said “no”, so I had to 

solve that problem first making me late for 

the train. After we set of we found out the 

holding tank was full and needed pumping 
out (it had been full for nine months 

. On the second night of the trip, it became 

obvious that the leisure batteries were flat 
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and the engine had not been charging 

them. It turned out that a fuse had blown 

in the wiring loom.  

On the way down the motorway to pick a 

boat up from Bradford upon Avon the 

owner informed us that the fridge is not 

working. If we had known we could have 

brought our portable fridge. Now what do 
we do with our chilled food in the cool box 

on a trip that’s going to take 8 days?      

 One of the most frightening experiences 

was to go from Scarisbrick Marina to 

Stowe Hill Marina. This was a four year old 

Tyler Wilson tug with a Gardner engine. On 
the second day the boat had an electrical 

fire burning the whole 12v wiring out and 

the fuse box. This was caused by wires to 

the head lamp, bilge pump and horn not 

being fused and rubbing on the levers on 
the back of the Morse control. This 

happened between two locks in a low 

pound and the boat could only cruise down 

the middle. Looking at the boat as I 

walked down the towpath smoke was 
coming out of the air vents. There was no 

way I could get to the boat so had to wait 

for it to arrive in the lock before I could 

turn the battery master switches off. This 

left us with none of the 12v system 

working so that meant that the water and 
the lights are not working in the boat. The 

wiring on the engine was ok so we sailed 

to a marine in to get a temporary loom 

fitted. On this journey we had to go 
through five tunnels including Harecastle 

and if the fire happened in a tunnel, with 

smoke and no lights, I hate to think of the 

repercussions.  

I have moved over 160 boats and there 
are very few boats that have no problems, 

so all the time you waiting for something 

to happen. When you get to towards the 

end of the trip you can relax, because I 

have usually found all the boats problems 

so the last day feels like a Holiday. 

Whenever we move a boat now, we always 

take a portable toilet, fridge, gas bottle, 

water container tools jump leads, mop, 

food, bedding, clothes bag and many more 

items that fill my car and all these have to 
be loaded into the car then on to the boat, 

after the trip the reverse has to happen.   

Once we have got home after delivering a 

boat and normally having been boating for 

an average 12hr days. Micky has cleaned 
the inside of the boat and I’ve loaded the 

car and driven back home. We are now 

cream-crackered so we try if possible to go 

for a well-deserved meal in the Plough.   

 

 

 

Visitor moorings on the river trent & 

associated waterways 
 

The CRT Local Waterway Forums are held 

twice a year (in the Spring & Autumn).  

CRT now regularly hold the spring forum 

for the East Midlands (South) at the Soar 

Boating Club. 

I have attended these meetings on behalf 

of SBC/RBOA/IWA for over 10 years now, 

all are welcome, just email 

Cheryl.Turner@canalrivertrust.org.uk if 

you are interested.  

mailto:Cheryl.Turner@canalrivertrust.org.uk
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Sometimes they are a bit of a talking shop 

I know, but over time I have built up a 

good working relationship with some key 
CRT staff and others in the local boating 

community. 

One of the issues that was often raised 

was the low usage of the River Trent 

Navigation. CRT did a boaters survey and 
found (not surprisingly) that the main 

reason boaters avoided the Trent was the 

shortage of places to moor up during a 

cruise. However despite a few attempts by 

CRT staff to make some progress with this 

issue, they really did not have the 
resources to fully commit anyone to this 

work, nor did the IWA. It was then that it 

finally dawned on me that nothing was 

ever going to happen unless I did 

something myself. I therefore asked the 
IWA East Midlands Region if I could 

become their Moorings Officer, and start 

working on some of the leads myself, CRT, 

& the IWA had. I also set up the facebook 

group “Visitor Moorings on the River Trent 
& Associated Waterways” at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/267686

390376240/  to help galvanise local 

support. All interested SBC members and 

others are invited to join, the more people 

in the group, the stronger our voice and 
influence. 

 

Mountsorrel Staithe, River Soar. 

The first success was the opening up of the 

private Mountsorrel Staithe as a visitor 

mooring, signage at the entrance gives 
contact details for payment. SBC member 

Beryl McDowall was particularly helpful in 

working with me and meeting the 

developers on site to secure this 
agreement. 

Ferry Boat Inn at Stoke Bardolph, River Trent. 
The new landlord is interested in repairing 

the existing dilapidated pub moorings to 
attract boats. CRT and IWA are looking at 

a possible volunteer involvement to 

undertake this work. 

Ferry Boat Inn, Stoke Bardolph. 
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Trent Lane Basin, Nottingham. 
Three of us from the IWA had a very 

successful meeting with the developers 

this April. We are now working with them 

to include visitor, long term, and 

residential moorings in their development 
strategy. 

 

 

I found the history of this basin quite 

fascinating, and I give a summary below 

for anyone interested: 

 

The Trent Lane Depot and Docks were built 

in 1928, after the Trent navigation had 

been improved to accommodate larger 

commercial barges. The new depot was 
intended as a statement about Nottingham 

as a trading city and its intention to bolster 

and enlarge its hold on what old boatmen 

called the “Hull Trade”. This was the 

transport of cargo along the Trent to 

Nottingham in one direction and from 
Nottingham to the rest of the world via 

Hull and the North Sea in the other. 

It was a very successful undertaking right 

up to the 1970’s when it went into a 

steady decline. There were plans in the 
late 1970’s to increase the size of the 

navigation to accommodate the larger 

container shipping directly from the 

Europort at Rotterdam. “An industrial 

gateway to the Common Market, as it was 
reported at the time”, but the plans came 

to nothing. The last commercial barge to 

use the depot was in 1996. The site then 

lay mainly idle until its development 

potential was realised and the present 

“urban style” housing scheme was started 
in 2016. 
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There are probably several other 

development sites along the Trent and 

other local waterways where the 
developers are just waiting for local 

boaters to contact them and suggest the 

idea of moorings. It is down to us boaters 

to make the first contact, then post details 

on the above facebook group for others to 
help out and I can enlist the support of the 

IWA and CRT. 

SBC Member, IWA Branch Moorings Officer & RBOA Upper Trent Area Rep 

 

 

Calling all budding writers! 

We are looking for a new editor for Soar Points magazine so that we can start producing the twice 

yearly issue once more. Our thanks go to John and Monica Storton who produced the magazine for 

many years. 

If you would like to get involved, have an interest in gathering stories from members and have a 

creative publishing flair, please contact Helen on 07828 597585 or hvt4321@yahoo.co.uk to find out 

more 

Members have said how much they enjoy receiving news and updates and so it is something we would 

like to continue. John would be happy to share his skills and expertise. 

Why not try it out?! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALLY SAID TO IAN “GET RID OF THOSE 

FLIES IN THE KITCHEN.” IAN RETURNED 

AND SAID “I KILLED TWO MALES AND 

THREE FEMALES”. SALLY REPLIED “HOW 

DID YOU KNOW THEIR SEX?” “SIMPLE”, 
SAID IAN “TWO WERE ON THE BEER AND 

THREE WERE ON THE PHONE!” 

 

mailto:hvt4321@yahoo.co.uk

